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WEDDING-RING, 


FIT  FOR  THE  FINGER. 


A  Sermon  ok  Genesis  ii.  18. 


And  the  Lord  God  said^  it  is  not  good  that  the  man 
.   should  he  alone  :  I  will  make  him  a  help-meet 
for  him. 

Human  misery  is  to  divine  mercy,  as  a  black  soil 
to  a  sparkling  diamond ;  or  as  a  sable  cloud  to  the 
sun-beams,  Psalm  viii.  4.— XorJ,  ichat  is  rnan,  that 
thou  art  mindful  of  him  ? 

Man  is,  in  his  creation,  angelical;  in  his  cor- 
ruption, diabolical ;  in  his  renovation,  theological ; 
in  his  translation,  majesticaL 

There  were  four  silver  channels  in  which  the 
chrystal  streams  of  God's  affection  ran  to  man  in 
his  creation. 

1.  In  his  preparation.  2.  In  his  Assimilation. 
3.  In  his  coronation.    4,  In  his  Association. 

1.  In  his  preparation.  Other  creatures  received 
the  character  of  their  beings  by  a  simple  fiat ;  but 
there  was  a  consultation  at  his  forming  ;  not  for 
the  difficulty,  but  for  the  dignity  of  the  work. 
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iiijtends  to  mal^e  his  master-pie^e.    The  '  foui^'itil^^  ' 
rli^nts  were  taken  out  of  their  elements  to  mak^'lip 
tSife'  perfection  of  man's  complexion  :  the  hre;  ' 
jitirified;  the  earth  vv^ as  refined.  /  WllM  nifo'"^ 
n-xpii^ded,  heaven  and  ^arth  \v^ab  '  Alh-ried^^  ,^?,Bi){jj^  ' 
frarf  the  oii<e  waj5  espoused!  td  S^sBM'^ 

2.  In  his  assimilation.  Oth^'f*  (^^tAre"^^ 
made  lite  themj^elvds,  hut  nia^^^\wa4^^■mkd^^^^l^ke 
God,  as  the  wax  hath  the  iimii^miidif  i4^  I 
^^birit.  It  is  admirable  t6  b^Md'§d?^i^?^I^ictdF6^ 
ilf'  such  coarse  canvas,  ahd%d^^^^if  ^Mfialt^i* 
fii  ^6flr^own  paperi'^'  ,nii^^nuo'i  od^  eii  biixi  ,?snm'\i?. 
^lif^  ^ 'his  cororim1^6rfP^^M^^^th^ik 

W%s§;^^mdfe  inaii>f6v©'f%fi%e  ^^kw^m^^i^ 
i']Mi  m^^m  HMsft^>^^^s^§tii4goWMS^ 
drowned  in  his  cfM^dfe^^^i  ^D^el  rbiflw  ;  sieioqa 
'  4.  Tn  his  assoCiMfe[«o'8o^^4l  ^i§c[g^fe9<# 
M#ail#f^,^^'th#^W(#ld9s^d>fte^^  d%ta$>'Mtito«IP'^ 
comfort.  '^>'^  ,boo\^^  Siost  'd'f      :^ini  ai 

Most  of  man^^^iir!§Jdf€Pffi^|giM  jiairfo^'i^^ 
that  was  d^l^^i^^  ^ifeTpeF&ctito,Lfittastflirot.Ibe 

the  iron  gate  that  opened  to  Pet^fbfrtocbwiiJaoeoa^dit 
dividing  themselve&4mo^^tfei%fe  ^^WiU^i     sA  .1  i 
1.  An  Introdm»H^  oMfedn^fttogfi^^jW 

WdWne. -^^^  >1^^iIMfet^Ii^ill^^l4i&l::Y Siii^^^^ 
/[^^imWe#^/§^4n^iii^^«ra  iif>.(ij  br.i.f  ?i'j'iu:}/;6'i?)  lodJo  llis' 

bifei  >tteif|)i'^f|h%v^<rfi9^amj0ity.T^  ;tiai<jl 
si6(tod^teit€P^S^mi'fl  'tolfictlrobldin^lt 
t^l^r#-^fe  a"^Ct|5ttlddy^pr4vi6Wl.-->i{  ;^■*.;Iy(MfJ.  ;  noMif.qmoD 

foOri^i  irtoro^lGt  ttifc  fj^t^<)U(§s0  gqapefe  i^iiollitepreiaBir 
%iT'h6  :g^(3i^igiM^>es5^s>rofl>JfeHeorfx|)i^ 


i^ifeife^te  's  the  >pj^  8g^r|f^far.^j 

mffmmi}^]m:P  tbo  waists  _p|  |^c}g±gj,3.^ 

i^WWMm4)  ^&hO    jiohaiimk'ar.  aid  nl 

streams,  and  he  the  fountain.    H^^^J^  8$  IS 

mM^¥ii:^f3m^V^eMi  kto'g%  Wafe^  ^ft^P* 
spoken  ;  which  leads  me,  like^biw^^mift^m^f^fm^ 
§$^^gb§i|^  lbe^ii^otomitJii^j|<^^,lj^^ 

is  in  it:  It  is  not  good,  (be,  \Hdimo^ 
9dIiS»r0fih'^c^ilK|  tesli^sYC^'lhi^lgSc'^n^rfi  lo  jaoM 

The  subject,  ifan  alone.  JSh'f^}^^^^^' 

tjklbki3tir&d)r^tt«^     oi-  henoqo  jjsd^  0:^15^^  noii  eifi 
1.  As  it  i-s^liiitii^  te^lJi<^»^Yl98m6dj  ^nibmb 

tftke^\partWuibaj::iMkiiilffti!dLlMIfij^t  ix^u.  o,r^jje$i5 
all  other  creatures  had  their  matqSi'y^c(9&^i^^ii^^d\ 
biit;  fiiioughs^o«r|is^jJv)q^iMnpe^^^^  xliid 
tfeerMniEraHof  A0^eaSi(5^^f)itfeBai^^ 
companion  ;  though  he  MM  itw^ybM^J^  gelikfe 

Msl^ho^di^gjn^xhesHSidicnc^fei^im^gh^  Mt'bt^ ; 
Itoi^h  ifafihadtJifaaD§Tf®eat^res^i(j>HS$jg)^^  l^lijAj^fe 


G 

mm^^!^^^im    (^vqUu^g  to^  solACe  Ixim  ;  r  wiien  lie  vras 
c^^^fmi^^A.h}'  creaj^ion,  lie  must  be  completed  by*' 
conjunxjtioa  ;  wben  he  had  no  siii  to  li^urtliim,  theiL'^ 
he  must  have  a  wife  to  help  laim  I  It' is  n^^ 
that  man  shQuld  he  aj^one.,^  :  ^  r-,j  V'lx-j- f  ^ 

SlcoNDLY,  As,  it  is  lengthened  fer^W 
sf^ip.^,i§f^£i^en  ijnivefs^.llj,  tleb.  xiii.'  4.  Marriage  tl^. 
hg^^^^'ble  -unto  all.  It  is  not  onlj  warrantaSfef | 
biilrJ^f^pitrable.  The  "whole  trini'tj'hath  cmlsplre^^ 
tf^etiier  to  set  a  crown  of  glorj  upon  i\iQ  %Q^^'o^ 
mf4tFim,onj.        -  •  V',  .^''"^./^'''V 

God  the  Father.  Marriage  v/as  a  tree^^aniid^ 
within,  the  Willis  of  Paradise  ;  the  flower  iirsV&i^w  f 
ifcSod's- garden.   .    _     ;  ' '    "  .  ^  ,  '■  I  ^'"f '-^^^ 

^ the.  vSon.  Marriage  is  a  crystal  glass,  wTiereiu 
Christ  and  the  samts  do  see  each  other's  faces. 

3.  The  Holy  Ghost,  by  his  overshadowing  of  th6'' 
blessed  virgin.  y\^ell  might  the  world  when  it  sa'\¥! 
hor  pregnancy,,  suspect  her  vii^inity  ;  but  he/rii^t^ 
if^jiionial  condition  was  a  graye  to  that  suspicioii  r 
Wfi^hout  this,  her  iniiQcency;  had  not  prevented  her^' 
iii^apiy ;  she  needed  a  shield  to  defend  that 
qgastity  abroad  which  v/as  kept  inviolabre  at  hobi^!'' 

gjife/?  Wf(S^,^^^'  have  not  worth  enoiigh  to  J)re-? 
^AfeffF  .y^-^^^-^^X'  have  yet  will  enough  to 

tl^t  cuts  off  her  leg  to  get  her  ^fr  ^iM*: 

Xj^uoms  her  face  to  wear  a  maslcf.^  ^ 
j^Jpaul  makes  it  one  of  the  characters  of  l^fr^^^  i^^^ 
spc(i;ilii  cherish, th§  faith,  1  Tim.  iy!  ,^3.  not  Wi^i^\m^ 

iionom-able  ;  &.  forbid  wluehr  is  daferi^M^^ 
9Ji(Jjpr|^j  ^fx^i  by  the  influence  of  devils.   'Oil*e  W 

drop  upon  it,  Varms  pQiluttonem  et  tmdumimm:  ^ 
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It  is  strange  that  should  be  a  pollution  which 
was  instituted  before  corruption  ;  or  that  impurity:- 
which  was  ordained  in  the  state  of  innocency ;  or 
that  they  should  make  that  to  be  a  sin,  which  they 
make  to  be  a  sacrament ;  strange  stupidity  ! — ■ 
But  ,a  bastard  may  be  laid  at  the  door  of  chastity, 
and  a  leaden  crown  set  upon  a  golden  head.  Bel- 
larmine  (that  mighty  atlas  of  the  Papal  power) 
blows  his  stinking  breath  upon  it:  *^  Better  were 
it  for  a  priest  to  defile  himself  with  many  harlots, 
than  to  be  married  to  one  wife.' —These  children 
of  the  purple  whore  prefer  monasteries  before  mar- 
riages, a  concubine  before  a  companion.— They  use 
too  many  women  for  their  lusts,  to  choose  any  for 
their  love. — -Their  tables  are  so  largely  spread  that 
they  cannot  feed  upon  one  dish.  As  for  their  ex- 
alting of  a  virgin^state,  it  is  like  him  that  com- 
manded fastings  when  he  had  filled  his  belly.  Whc 
knows  not^  that  virginity  is  a  pearl  of  a  sparkling 
lustre  ?  but  the  one  cannot  be  set  up,  without  the 
other  be  thrown  down  :  No  oblation  will  pacify  the 
former,  but  the  demolishing  of  the  latter.  Though 
we  find  mmj  enemies  to  th^  choice  of  marriage, 
yet  it  is  rare  to  find  any  enemies  to  the  use  of 
iftarfiage.  They  would  pick  the  lock  that  wants 
the  key,  and  jpluck  the  fruit  that  do  not  plant  the 
tree.  The  Hebrews  have  a  saying,  that  he  is 
not  a  man  that  hath  not  a  wife,"  Though  they 
climb  too  high  a  bough,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
such  flesh  is  full  of  imperfection,  that  is,  not  tending 
tp  propogation  :  though  man  alone  may  be  good, 
yet,  It  is  not  gpod  that  man  should  he  alone.  Which 
leads  me  from  the  subject  to  the  predicate,  It  is 
not  good, 

...Now,  it  is  not  good  that  man  should  be  in  a 
glngie  GQudition  on  a  threefold  consideration. 


s 

Miaf(gfs  of  a,  married  stable.; ^,^y^yiy:b^p^.^^^ 

^pfH.J^'Wa  not  be  proE^ga^^^jj  f^&(Jloii^Hji»,Jj,iftt9- 
j|||u,  relating  the.rayishWtqfb^iBSafeprffW 

beiHg  grafted  m  marriage,  %^-^^«;(^S5|tft9,|ijHg,f};pi|,^  I 

i 
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Ipiust  untie,  hefpre^V^%WiL'^rBibf  MW^i3& 

toff  *«ffe=«#WttH#Hvill  not  iriaftfe^ 
<4(F%ll'-G#of  V^fflf?ciimt<i4sfe?tme{TO.  H\ 

^8r-rMiaiyt^s<>^6IS^ABfetii;'W4(M'*f 
beams  receive  a  tincture  by  shining  throa§W^S 
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world,  but  sin  was  the  stamp  that  made  it.  Thej^ 
that  seek  nothing  but  weal  in  its  commission,  will 
find  nothing  but  woe  in  the  conclusion.  Which 
leads  me  from  the  solitariness  of  the  condition,^ 
Man  alone,  to  the  suitableness  of  the  provision,  1 
will  make  an  help-meet  for  him. 

In  which  we  have  two  parts,  1.  The  Agent, 
ivill  make.    2.  The  Object,  An  help. 

1.  The  Agent,  /  will  make.  We  cannot  buil(^ 
a  house  without  tools,  but  the  Trinity  is  at  liberty-. 
To  God's  omniscience  there  is  nothing  impossible. 
We  wprk  bj  hands,  without ;  but  he  works  with- 
out hands.  He  that  made  man  meet  for  help, 
makes  a  meet-help  for  man.  Marriages  are  con- 
sented above,  but  consumated  below,  Prov.  xviii.  22. 
Though  man  wants  supply,  yet  man  cannot  supply 
his  wants,  James  i.  17.  Every  good  and  perfect 
gift  comes  from  above,  (tc.  A  wife,  though  she 
be  not  a  perfect  gift,  yet  she  is  a  good  gift.  These 
beams  are  darted  from  the  Son  of  Righteousness. 
Hast  thou  a  soft  heart?  It  is  of  God's  breakingv; 
Hast  thou  a  sweet  wife?  She  is  of  God's  making. 
Let  me  draw  up  this  with  double  application.  < 

1.  When  thou  layest  put  for  such  a  good  on. 
#rth,  look  up  to  the  God  of  heavein  ;'let  him  m^kl' 
thy  choice  for  thee,  who  made  hi^  choice  of  thee. 
Look  above  you,  before  you,  about  you  ;  liothing 
iiiakes  up  the  happiness  of  a  mari'ied '  c6nditiOn, 
like  the  holiness  of  a  mortified  disposition  :  account 
n'pt  those  the  most  worthy,  that  are  the  most 
Wealthy.  Art  thou  matched  to  the  Lord  ?  Matck 
in  the  Lord.  How  happy  are  such  marriages 
"vi^.here  Christ  is  at  the  wedding !  Let  none  biit 
those  wlio  have  found  favour  in  God's  eyes,"  find 
favour  in  yours. 

2,  Give  God  the  tribute  of  your  gratulation  fof| 
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ijfut  tp.^fi  wroiig  lanalord  :  when  you  tastp'  61  me 
str^au),  reflect  upon  the  spring  that  feeds  l\o^ 
thou  hast  foujL*  ejes  for  thj.  speculation,  foiu-  lia^^ 


ipv  ihj.  ^.operation,  four  feet  for  thy  abulation, 
four  shoulders  for  thy  sustentation.  What  the:Sn 
aj^gui^^t/^tho  riloly  Ghost  is,  in  point  of  diyin|ty, 
that  is  unthankfulness,  in  point  of  mora,lit^','.^^an 
5)|6Qijf3a  u^ardoi^abie.  Pity  it  is,  hut^th|^,mj6n 
^pujd.be  ever-in  ^V"  eclipse,  that  wiU  ji|)t^^acj^^ 
l§dge  her.  beams  io  be  borro¥/ed  from  tfo 
that  praises  not  the  giver,  prizes  not  tlie jgi|t.'  J  A^i^ 

I,  pass  from' the  Agent  to  the  Objec^^  ^'MV^  0 
,'  =  j(She  must  be  so  much,  and,  no  less  ;  ana  s^^  mucn^^ 
and  no  more*,    Our  ribs  were  not  Grqamed  7  W  Jg^ 
rulers.    They  are  not  made  of  the  liead,"^1^ 
"plaim  superiority  ;  lju|:put  of  the  side,  to  be  coiV 
tent  T^h  pquajity^  *  Tb^J  desert  the  Author^  of 
aatuTe,  v^rho  iiiTeri  the  order  of 
p^fl.iariv.'vyas  made  for  the  man  s  com^oi^^^ 
y^xi  was  not  made  for  the  woman  |  ^^gi-^^^i 
Jl^p^se  Shoulders  aspire  too  high,  ^^^^^^^^rM^^^^^^ 
tliemselves  with  a  room  below  their  ,hg|gS|,_^^ 
^(^t^een  a  man  and  his  wife  in  the  j^o^^|(^|T/^s^  is 
Sfit;57.een  the  sun  and  the  moon,  j^^^^^^ 
^lieu  tho  greater  light  goes  dow^jilJp|^|ssgr|^^^ 
^^eit^;^B;  wbjen.^li.e  one  ends  in  ^e^^^^ftoilW 
&gi|fSiA?i.4iffi^gh^^^^  ^  T     wife  may  be  -g^f  oj^^%^  ly 
|i^r, .  r^i^sb^jyl^^ ,  absence ,  but  sh e  nius|^ I J||  QS|p)i|pt 

^^er^ ,  iJusl^id'i ,  presp^ 

40,   The  body  of  that  household  9|^^^e|^er  maK| 


ruption.  There  is  a  two-fold  liinderanca^iliioQiij^^^^  ■ 
t^f  Ipsj^B^  FiliiiMl  ^UMPi  gi$6Uf«M^i  dho^or^ 


*3 


-his  fejrt)  %  li^¥itomMtMi       ^W&idMj^m  me 

Mwet»s^^iol3fi-  "^^liMc^^O^i^^  instrumeiftSi 
^hi)ebii[)uiM%l«b|^^^Mi§l^^^^^^^    more  melbctfoM 

thatnth^^ni^Mr^r^^^^        fei5¥reilt  ?  It  is  an 

iHmj:uiiJ0tite:^'')i^^'i^b^^^  ^^P^^^^ 
9d^.n"Po  Mfe-^i3m^enf,  by  the  IruitMness  of  he^ 
^liQcatite)  that  so  her  ehildren  in  the  fl6sh  iti^ 
bsnoGod^  cliiidreii  i«  the  spirit,  1  Sam.  i.  iT. 
H&jniiah  she  vows,  if  the  Lord  will  give  her  a 
§H  DM  would  give  him  tb  the  Lord,  to  serve  him.  '^|? 
sptee  should  be  more  carefal  of  her  childreAf 
breeding,  than  she  should  be  fearful  of  her  chii- 
dbeufg  bearing.  Take  heed,  lest  these  flowers  grow 
kt'ifcile  de vil 's  garden.— Though  jou  bring  them  oiit 
in^orruption,  yet  do  not  bring  them  up  to  dM^ 
Baftjion  !— Those  ai-i^-tifJt ^*ria<kh  monsters,  tMr 

■BMlst  they  slioitld  -=b^*  tes?j!©biiig  their  children  -tw 
i  way M to  heaven  witlr  tb^ii*^  lips,  are  leading  tMfA^ 
jl  thfe  way  to- bell  with  their  live^.    Good  educatlfiff 

let  out  your  cares  to  m3\ie  m^i^^'^^^t^'^mift'^^ 
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fowc  prayers;  to  make  tliem  goodi  thatM before  -joia»| 
die- from  them;  yoTi  may  see  Christ  liveiJri  themit* 
Whilst  these  twigs  are  green  and  tender, :  theyt 
should  be  bowed  towards  God.-    Children  tod,  , 
servants  are  in  a  family^  as  passengeoirSf  ?  in .  as  boatr  i 
husband  arid  wife,  they » are  as  a  fair* of  par-s^to  j 
row  them  to  their  desired  haven*  i-Let  the§e  small  j 
pieces  of  timber  bei^hewed '/and' -^u^red  forrtk-e^ 
eelestial  building,    By i putting '  a:>§ceptre  of  gracc] 
into  their  hands^  yeiiiv^ill.set  ^Mom'i>SighTy  n 
their  heads.        ??';'nf07/ j^-kj- ■  j^jji-j  iioxi  l     :  ^^rq 
1  r4.  A  help  to  his  prosperity ,'5bji    ^/feiA&J  pr^seyd 
vation,  being  not  ai  wanderer^  abroj^,  but  ^oxkei 
at  hornet  Qm  (^i  th&  aMcimU  sy§ak^^m^P^^ 
She  must  not  be  la ;  field- wife,  dike  Dinah  ;,  no/r^ 
street  wife,  like  Timmars;  .uqy  a  windoA^-Mifo?,!  :Jite 
Jezabel.  PhiMeas,  when  he  drew  a  woma^^pai^atq A 
her  under  asnail-shell;  that  she  (might  imitaifee, 
that  little  creature,  that  goes  no  further  than  it  eai^ 
carry  its  house  upon  its  head.  :  How  n>any  rjWoi)ae% 
are  there,  that  are  not  labouring  ,  be^,.  bi\tf  idlei 
drones  ;  that  take  up  a  room  in  the  hive,  but  bring 
no  honey  to  it  ;  that  are  moths  to,theirMhiisbafi4§! 
estates,  spending  .when  they  slioulcl  be  ^pari]^:^>^ 
As  the  ;man'&  part  is,  to  provide  indugftl^9u^ly^„,s^^ 
i\e  woman's  is,  to  preserv^i ]  discreetly. ;  tlie 
mm^  not  be  carelessly  wafnting,  the  ot^iei:  ii;;^!^^ 
bei  causelessly  wantiJig  ;  th^         nw^t  4>^rSf^}^i^f 
with  -  idiligQn<j@,  the  j  »^QmW:  wst      ,^^^y|ing  ^^t^Ii^^ 
pmdenoe^  /  The '  c-Qot;> ,^^nd;  l|e^  both .  scrape  jtoge;^^^^ 
ioi-  tke  ,diU3t^heaps,  ,'ti^^  pidi  up,,  ,$Qm^tl^ 
Jittle  chickojas*,-'  /l^frfWiii^  up  this  pri/jsi^shj(?^(;  bqj.t^^w.| 

!•  If  t\m>w(^mm>^M  «>heJp  tp,.tjie  i^aR,(pj|ien 
not,  the  man  .ca,?5it  ilirt  wvtjie  i^pm^iu^^,).  ^s^^-,/ 
.    Se6\?ndu»rboingiai|l^9iJjfe^i  opyjio|f^.js^f,fp5,;  wojP4fl,| 
saidy  Viri  yiaufragiimf  do^m^s  t^cmpestas^  ;gu}e,i(i^ 


impedimmtiim^  &o.  But  sural j  he  was  a  ?mon3ter 
and  not  a  man  ;  fitter  for  a*  tiomb  to  ,  bur j  him, 
than  a  womb  to  bear  him.  Some  liave  stjled  them 
to  be  like  clouds  in  the  sky  >  like  motes  in  the 
sun  ;  like  snuffs  in  the  candle  ;  ',like  weeds  in  the 
garden.  But  it  is  not  good  to  play  ,  the  butcher 
with  that  naked  sex,'  that  hath  no  arms  but  for 
e*nbraeesi  A  ^  preacher  should  not?  be  silent  for 
those  who  are  silent  from  preach ing- :  because;  they 
are  thq  ^ weaker'  vessek,  shall  they  be  bi^ken  all ;  to 
pieces  ?  Thou  that  sayest  women  are  evil,  it  may 
be  thy  expression  flows  from  thy  experience  ;  but 
I  shall  never  take  that  mariner  for  my  pilots  that 
hath  no-better  knowledge  than  the  splitting  of  his 
own  ship.^  Wilt- thou  condemn  the  frame  of  all, 
for  the  fault  of  one  ?  A-s  ift  it  were  true  logic,  be- 
(3ause  some  ^re  evil  therefore  none  are  good.  He 
hath  ill  eyes  that  disdains  all  objects.  To  blast 
thy  helper 4s  to  blame  thy  Maker.  In  a  word,  we 
took  our  rise  from^  their  bowels,  and  >may  take  our 
rest  in*  their  bosoms.  ' '  o.i  *  . 
V  ^  2.  •  Is ■  the  woman  to  be  a  help  *to  the  man  ?  Then 
let^the  man  be  a  help  to  the  woman.  What  makes 
sfime  debtors  to  be  ^su oh  ill  pay-mastersy  but  because 
they,  look  ^  at  wh  at  is '  owing  to  them ,  but  not  at 
wbat  is  owing  by  them.  If  thou  wouldst  have 
thy  vrife^s'  reverence^  let  her  have;  thy  respect; 
To-forco  a  tear^  from  this  rektion,  is  that  whiei 
neither*  -benefits  the  husbaiid'ls  authority  to  i^n^ 
Join,  n6r  the  wife's  ditty  to  perf(>rm.  ^^A  wifig  must 
iLot  be  sharply  4riven,  but  sweetly  drawn.  Cona*- 
passion  may  bend  her;  :  but  compulsion '  will  bre A 
h^r. '  -  Husband  and  wife  should  act  towards  each 
other  with  consent;  riot  by  ^constraint.  Ther^  are  four 
things  '  whereih  tli^^  htisbar^^^is  a  meet-help  •  to 
the  Wif\?iH>^^f  V?)M>j?^'H^yH  '   ^  ^-i^^ 


VI 
IG 

foffiofi^-ono  9YoI  hlijoda  jodi  husi  ;  ovol  oi  -lOiJion/? 

was  made,  was  taken  from  undj^^||ii^xjM*M  f  -A^r^^ 
Iff  tteloiij^,io|^$J)MfeMb^^d^^t^^  f>iiM/^>. 

thou  must  no|x:,J^,^i^(|ge4^^^1p^o%#i^^^ 
roiiMi50$H%#  te§^ii^*>r  kMvifi  .j^^r^ 

services  are  hkt^yMWhmMmm  hLti^om^m 
f§{M§iif^gesM(^J)i%ijti%^l||^\to  j 

fcfnuff.    Husbands  and  wives  should  provoke  one- 
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another  to  love  ;  and  they  should  love  one- another 
iibl^»^ith^MMi%^Wi  ^^^^vS^aitefc^^^^l^^i  M^d  *  of 
J)«(fi^fn^^te|o4^Srj^^  fMfet%^llteli#e^ffi@o^^fe 

their  choice.  imf'^mm^^'^i^mk^4y^im 

thm^       4tmM  '^'f  i^^wagal  ^^Ml>omkxm 
iM^;  #i^^n«^i#e^tefe^6(^mi^ 

Kis^^^a8ii,%§'dia^r%^s^^d^t4f '  fe^te' 

^^Vif^#ySI#^le  ^ie^fh^^ffl^^^^  iif'4  K)l)bSig. 
^^#tEkt^kiM^#^^n*^M^(fpdJ^ii^  #tH^>Mc^te 
MM^mi^^^W^'^  fil^-M  ¥^h4;|  t1%t^#ti:^ffi 
tte^VMBg^it^iilMv^ffe^c^SIfe^Jf^ 

i^^^^iiM^u^fl;^l'Ten«i!f6{ff^l  hmm^^  i^o^m 

*i^fe^Hf/^fof%if '^tM^Mi^lx 

ftfM^^ffes^ fe^qifeyp,  teliM  fifth  ofi^^Wi© 
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in  possession,  but  his  love  another  in  reversion. 

2,  In  heraldry  of  her  condition.  Some  of  out 
European  nations  are  so  strict  in  their  junctions, 
that  it  is  against  their  laws  for  the  commonalitj  to 
couple  with  the  gentry.  It  was  well  said  by  one, 
''  If  the  wife  be  too  much  above  her  husband,  she 
either  ruins  him  by  her  vast  expenses,  or  reviles  him 
with  her  base  reproaches';  if  she  be  too  much  below 
her  husband,  either  her  former  condition  makes 
her  too  generous,  or  her  present  mutation  makes 
her  too  imperious/'— Marria^ges  are  styled  matches,: 
yet  amongst  those  many  that  are  married,  how  few 
are  there  that  are  matched  !  Husbands  and  wives  , 
are  like  locks  and  keys,  that  rather  break  thaur 
open,  except  the  wards  be  answerable.  ; 

3,  111  the  holiness  of  her  religion.  If  adultery 
may  seperate  a  marriage  contracted,  idolatry  may 
hiiider  a  marriage  not  perfected.  Cattle  of  divers  - 
kinds  were  not  to  ingender.  2  Cor.  vi.  14.  Be  notr 
unequcdly  yoMed,  &c:  It  is  dangerous  taking  herj 
for  a  wife,  who  will  not  take  God  for  a  husband. 
It  is  not  meet  that  otie  flesh  should  be  of  two  spirits.^ 
Is  there  never  a  tree  thou  likest  in^the  garden  but 
that  which  bears  forbidden  fruit  ?  There  are  bufe 
two  channels  in  which  the  remaining  streains  shaU( 
run  :— l.^To  those  men  tha;t  want  wives,  how  to- 
choose  them.  2.  To  those  women  who  have, 
husbands,  how  to  use  them.  <  rj 

Marriage  is  the  tying  of  such  a  knot,  that 
nothing  but  death  can  unloose.  Common  reasoa. 
suggests  so  much,  that  we  should  be  long  a- doing 
that  which  can  but  once  be  done.  Where  on^ 
design  hath  beea  graveled  in  the  sands  of  dot 
lay,  thousands  have  been  split  on  the  rock  of, 
precipitahce.  Rash  adventures  yield  gain.  Oppor^  j 
tunities  fire  not  like  tides,  ;that  when  *one  is  past, 
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wMiout"  your*  win gg^ ;  yiu'maj  breed  su'cli  agues  ih 
y oiif  ibori^s,  iliat  may '  sb ake  you  to  your  graved.' '  '■ 
1.'  Let  me  preserve' you  from  a  bad  choice.  2, 
Present  you  Avith  a  good-  one."'  Tb  preserve  y6'U 
frioiii,  ?i''.bad'  clioice,  take'  that 'in  three  things  :  1, 
(^ifedsl^'iiot  fbr  beauty;  2/ Choose  not  for  dowry. 
37^/C!lioose  libt  for  dignity!  He  that  loves  to  beauty, 
bu^s '  a  picture  ;  he  that  loves  for  dowry,  m'akes  a 
purchase  ;  he  that  leaps  for  dignity,  matches  With 
a- multitude  at  once-.  The  first  of  these  is  too  blind 
I  tS'tiG  directed  ;  the  second  too  base  to  be  accepted  ; 
th%'-(;hir(l' too' bold  to  be  respected.  L  Choose  not 
by^'Ou^-  efSL  2.  Chbbse  not  by  your  hands.  3, 
Choose  not  by  ydur  ears.  -  . 

"^¥1  Choose  not  by  your  eyes,  looking  at  the  beauty 
of  ^tlie  person.  'NM but  th is  is  lovely  in  a  woman  ;  ; 
b\it"  that  this  is  fiot  all  for  which  a  woman  should 
be  beloved.  GEe  'that  had  the  choice  of  many  faces 
stamps  this  character  upon  thein  all,  favour  is 
deceitfur  and  heaiity  is  vain^^  The  sun  is  more 
bM^-Wt'  iii"a  clear  sky,  than'  when  the  horizon  is 
clouded  ;  but  if  a  woman's  ■  flesh  hath  more  of 
B^&ity  than  her  spirit  hath  6f  x?hristianity,  it  is 
iM^e'poisdn  ih  sweet-meaits,  hiiokt  dangerous  :  The  ; 
^6ns  of  God  saw  the  daughters  of  men,  that  they  : 
Mre'  fair,''  Gre^if;  V^.  2.  ©n^^ would  have  thought, 
that  they  should  rather^hate  looked  for  grace  iu: 
tlW^he5tt;%iiLn*5r^' beauty  thd  face  :  take  care 
6f 'WnnM%^  af''4tie  fairest  signs  ;  the  swan  hathi 
KSlckHesh  under  lieir  whitfe  feathers. 
^ -'2.  ? Choose  not  %  your  hands^  for  the  bounty  of^ 
ttie  portionv^  When  CMo*s  daughter  ^  was  asked 
^y'shfe  di(f  not"  marry  ?  she  thus  replied,  she  could'^ 
fii6f'fliid  the  man  that  loved  her  person  above  her 
(JSftioM    Meri  lov^B  Curioiusf  pictures,  but  they 


without  money,  than  money  wim^git^§r^^%/  osjjofl 

parents  ;  they  We  nobly  descendf^jO^^^i  W^MS 
it  was  said,  that  he  injured ffli^q5W|i4rF  ofm^mgs 

t&^ii^jin^^i[Mjibki(pjigyi^r*^^  ift^d 

8ili(tiisl>tJ)^  |)^fojgAQti8Fom§i§ntefaM  l}W/Pf,4ier 
©Jf($i  idP^ejiteo #n^iiiMti<Jhe :)ii]PS§fMfttel <#»Ri^^.^(5rf 


house  i#¥%^t^aa5^*'^-I^^<^^^'*  ^^^^  .Tonom  ^noiUhr 

i^^utefe?^  l¥W^tai{ii|§:i^lfiJ    ^^^^^  M^^  ^BY/ 
fern  ^B^^i^  ^'fc  mmm  b^to.»tf^ii^u^mUot§ 

Eve  was  to  Adam,  a  whole  w^fl^fef Q^iiSh^'ji^Mf^ 
§^e?^9iili^aiid^<lhMiM  m  \^Hfe8a%a^\?^.4'as 
l§ W6^^^wii^M4<^oJKl  fef  %i4eft^^T\Vh^f9kil'm&  'mm, 
vided  into  many  channels,  th0^ia4Mwt«tlL#¥« 
rfj^^o^^M^A^SfeX^W^  s^vafifs  tr^^af;|r§a§Qfiasi8g ; 


h  gfeai6<it'hhm{ng  :  Aild^suMl  a  lielp  let  liim 
i^^ek  fcir  lier  tlVat  wants  one,  let  hini  sigh  for  lier 
tlia^t  hath  lost  one,  let  him  take  ^leaisure  in  her 

that  enjoys  otiei.    >  ^ 

Where  there  is  nothing  but  a  picture  of  virtue^ 
or  a  few  shadowy  qualities  that  may  subsist  withoujp 
any  real  excellency,  death  will  hide  them  for  eve# 
in  the  night  of  despair.    The  blackness  of  darknesS 
will  close  upon  the  naked  and  wandering  ghost  1 
whilst  its  loathsome  remains  are  consigned 
oblivion  and  putrefaction? in  the  prison  of  the  gravef 
with  the  prospect  of  a  worse  doom  hereafter.  Bu^ 
where  there  is  a  liying  image  of  true  goodness 
begun  in  this  state,  death  will  deliver  it  with  safety 
into  the  finishing  hand  of  eternity,  to^ be  pi-oduceS 
with  every  mark  of  honour  in  the  opeh'view  o¥ 
heaven  ;  where '  its  now  mortal  partner,  rescued 
from  the  dishonours  of  the  dust,  a^nd  bi-ightened 
into  the  graces  of  eternal  youth,  sbalH rejoin Jt 
triumph,  to  suffer  the  pangs  of  separation?  no' more^. 
EvEiiLASTiNG  Jehovah  !  what  a  crown  of  joy  wiH' 
it  confer  on  the  preacher  in  that  day,  if  this  little 
service  shall  be  rewarded  with  the  reflection  of 
having  contributed  to  the  salvation  or  improve^ 
mefft  of  any  of  these  young  persons  whom  he  no\^ 
addresses  !  If  ever  thine  ear  was  open  to  my  cry; 
hear  me,  0  Lord !  hear  me  in  their  behalf.  Whatj 
cannot  thy  spirit  perform,  perform  by  the  weakest; 
hand?    May  that  spirit  seal  them  to  the  day  of 
redemption.    At  that  glorious  period,  may  I  meet 
you  all  amongst  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  happy 
to  see  you  shining  with  immortal  splendour  in  thp 
general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first  born,! 
transported  to  think  that  I  shall  live  with  you  fori 
ever,  and  joining  in  the  gratulations  of  your  fellow-;  \ 
angels  around  the  throne  of  God,  when  He  shall,  ^ 
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mi{hi!)'.sig§t.0f  all/rclt>tlve  jooi-with  the  garmertt  of 
mlK^atto^J,!  and>coVei'  you  witfr^^^  robe  of  righteous* 
m^s^  as  'ft  Imk^tegroom  ;  isjdecked  with  ornaments^ 
and  as  a  bride  is  adorned  \yith  her  Jewels.  Amen^ 


LADY  FRETFUL, 

S«9fT.!  A  SKETCH  FROM  REAL  LIFE. 

IHm  •  geti erilo ^t jlb  of  c on y er sat i on  runs  on  th e 
lmc'i??^tT^ni@c|<jesv 'to  be  expected  from  this  or  that 
fe^miMstaasa^;:  and  no  one  is  so  ingenious  in  ex- 
kme^idi^'^ihrnpected  etil  from  plans  of  the  fairest 
prdmimbilli^sto .  "Weather  fine^  and  a  -walk'  merr- 
tioii0dwltc&i1i@tp-it  is  dusty— the  wind  is  in  the 
ea^t-^t-hWenwfijaorain  in  the  nyorning— it  will  be 
'drrfcy-^#  H  ^Ah  tmn  before  we  reach  home.  Is 
shef'totg^Baat  drft the  carriage  ;  one  road  is  too  long 
foT  'tter  l»*.m?i--another  is  unpleasant— another 
Hnsaf^ei-ii^^  in  shorty  none  are  exactly  right. 
Yet  '^sMe  stgoes  on  these  proposed  expeditions^ 
'afte&  all  i|3®iimbility  of  pleasure  has  been  reasoned 
-and^antioi^ated  away.  If  she  is  going  out  to  dinner, 
^he  is  sdteothe  couipany  will  be  unpleasant— the 
Keryants  will  get  drunk— she  shall  be  robbed,  or 
overturned  in  coming  home.  If  she  is  to  have  a 
party  at  home,  she  knows  every  thing  will  go 
wrong— nobody  will  be  amusing— the  time  will 
hang  heavy— the  people  will  go  away,  execrating 
the  stupidity  of  the  visit.  If  she  sees  any  lady 
Employed  mhout  a  piece  of  work,  slie  prognosticates 
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it  will  ul^fa^l|o^l^le^-^ef6  Mjfiiisjjd^  I' 
she  sees  any  one  reading,  she  never  new  any  good 
come  of  reading,  but  to  make  young  people  unfit 
for  conversation.  If  her  husband  is  going  a  hunt 
ing  she  hates  hunting,  it  is  so  dangerous.  If  he 
goes  for  a  ride,  she  is,^ui|)^se|i  he  mn  take  pleasure 
in  sitting  on  his  hd^-ke  fdrliWrs  together.  If  he  is 
in  his  library,  she  never  saw  such  a  book-worm 
If  he  sits  in  the  parlour,  she  hates  men  always  at 
their  wive's  apron  strings.  Thus  does  she  sour 
every  common  occurance-/.ofii  life  by  the  most  in- 
genious optical  delusion,  looking  at  every  thing  ia 
tlie  worst  point  of  view. 

What  absurdity  to  imbitter  one's  alloted  portion 
of  happiness  by  so  obstinately  persisting  to  an- 
ticipltg^i  iniqp^fnifnMll  .g  Wl'^W^P' 
think  fair  appearances  promise  fair  conclusions 
Why,  if  the  sun  shines  in  the  morning,  be  unwillin^ 
to  enjoy  it  then  ?  And^.^it  it  r%i^i^,r^^  not  b0 
^Jways  inclined  to  hope  the  weather  wuibrighten ' 


I' IN  IS. 


